whole nation, which encompassed Napoleon"s defeat in lh* n
Patriotic War.                                                                       * Great

With great difficulty Napoleon reached the Berezina River
he had to cross. Warding off the attacks of the Russian troopSj' jj.
leon began the passage with the wreck of his "grand" army. The'cr
proceeded under a hail of cannon balls and bullets. Bridges c.
into the river together with the men. Many were crushed by her .
others were struck down by the bullets and balls or drowned dur"6S*
the crossing. No less than 10,000 Frenchmen lost their lives at the B^
rezina. About 60,000 crossed the river, but their ranks continued -f"
thin. At the end of December there were barely 30,000 survivors of th
"grand" army. Napoleon abandoned his defeated army and left for Pari

The War of 1812 was a righteous war, a patriotic war, and, as such*
occupies a place of great importance in Russian history. It was a wa'
that asserted the national independence of Russia and of the Russian
people. The heroism of the soldiers, the operations of the guerillas and
the peasants, and the unity of the entire Russian people in fightino- ^
foreign invaders, all helped Russia to defeat Napoleon, one of the most
powerful conquerors in history.

27. TSARISM AT THE HELM OF EUROPEAN REACTION
The European Campaign of Alexander I. In January 1813 the
Russian army, pursuing Napoleon's army, entered Poland and Prus-
sia. The peoples of Europe rose up against Napoleon the conqueror in
a struggle for national liberation. The national-liberation movement of
the European peoples subjugated by Napoleon contributed to themili.
tary successes of the coalition fighting him. But the feudal monarchs
utilized the war of the peoples for national liberation not to emancipate
them but to restore the feudal regime in Europe.

In the autumn of 1813 Napoleon was defeated in the "Battle
of the Nations'* at Leipzig. The allied armies with Alexander I a^
their head entered Paris in March 1814. The Bourbon monarchy which
the revolution had overthrown was restored in France. Napoleon Was
dethroned and exiled to the Island of Elba. A congress of the European
monarchs was called in Vienna to divide the territories taken
France* In May 1815 the general act of the Congress of Vienna
signed, which gave Russia the greater part of the Duchy of Warsaw
"perpetuity."

While the Congress was sitting at Vienna Napoleon escaped from,
Elba and returned to Paris. He fought to recover the power about one
hundred days before he was conclusively defeated by English and
German troops at Waterloo. The allied army again occupied Paris.
Napoleon was exiled to the Island of St. Helena, where he died in 1821.
Louis XVHI, brother of Louis XVI who was guillotined during the
revolution, ascended the throne of France.